Degree of pneumatization of the temporal bone and Menière's disease: are they related?
In 1983, Stahle and Wilbrand examined 63 patients and claimed that there is a correlation between defective pneumatization of the temporal bone, the length of the aqueductus vestibuli, and Meniere's disease. Since our own x-ray and surgical findings did not agree with those of Stahle and Wilbrand, we examined and assessed the pneumatization of the temporal bone volumetrically in 104 patients suffering from Meniere's disease. These examinations took place at the Ear, Nose and Throat Clinic of the University of Essen from 1972 to 1987. For our investigation, we used the method of Günnel and compared our findings with those of Stahle and Wilbrand, arriving at an almost reverse distribution ratio. From our results, we conclude that a relationship between the degree of pneumatization of the temporal bone and Meniere's disease seems questionable.